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SOUR NEW nOOKS

Oman Peninsular
At a volume of ORO pages Prof Ciuia

OMAN presents the HWOIII Installment of I
History o the Ptntnmtlar War Oxford
Clarendon Press In a of tho fli

volume of this work wo out
It not only Invites but wuccessfully
stands comparison with Napiers celobratt
narrative The story of tho IOIIK and men
ornbl conflict between tho English Spanle
Mid Portuguese levies on the one hand

armloa of Napoleon ou the iieud-
ito be rewritten because a
Material not accessible when Col Nopl-

Jroto In now obtainable not only from
ten Spanish and Portuguese hut nlno
French sources Moreover although thei
wan something chivalrous in the attltm
maintained by Nnplor toward Napoleon
and his Marshals there Is reason to bcliov

that in somo instances his judgment of thel
conduct wns too fnvorabli On tho othr
hand his criticism of Englands SpanU-

nnd Portuguese nllioH erred on tho side o-

severity Prof Oman for his part linn trl
to bo scrupulously unt to all parting nn

in the protrnctcd t
ho haw Imposed upon himself a

Immense not to nay exhaustive nnioun
of patient rmnroh Tho very tlo of th
volume beforo UH not a pue f whloh couli
well IM spared attests nn unflinching pur-

popn to fell tho wholn truth nnd nothing
the tnith Thu volume It may i r-

memberod the retreat of Sir
Tohn Moore and with his dontli at Corunna
Tho second voliimn carries us from tin
beginning of 1800 to tht close of th-

Talavera campljii in August of sninf
year It may wvrn at tho first glanco sur-

prising that B50 pages should b needed for t

review of tho event of nix month
The surprise vanished note the
causes to whloh the bulk of tho prosent vol
umo In attributable Tho first of these causo-
Is that a far Inrgor number of originjl
sources of Information both printed and
imprinted are available for tho campaigns
of 1809 than for those of 1808 The nocoiul

cause Li that the Peninsular War in its sec-

ond year had lost tho character of com-

parative unity whloh it had possesied In Its

first Napoleon on quitting Spain in
nary 109 left behind him OH a
his brother Joseph a comprehensive pUn
for thn the wholn Iberian Penin-

sula That plan however had proved from
the first Impracticable and when it had
miscarried the fighting In every region ol
the theatre of war became local and isolated
Neither the harassed and distracted
French King at Madrid nor the impotent
Spanish Junta at Seville knuw how to com

to coordinate the operations of
their various armies Into a single logical
FChome Ere long six or seven campaign
were taking place simultaneously in differ-
ent comers of the Peninsula each of which
was practically independent of the others
Kvery French nnd Spanish General fought
for hlfl own hand paying little heed to what
Ills colleagues were doing Their only
unanimity was that all alike kept urging
on their central governmiwitu the plea that
their own particular section of the war
wan more critical and Important than any
other

If for example we look at the month of
May 1800 wo find that the following six
disconnected series of operations were all
In progress at once and that each hat to bo
treated as a separate unit rather than as a

of one great general scheme of strategy
Soulto campaign against Wellesley

In Northern Portugal second Keys In-

vasion of the Astur as third Victors airl
CwatssmavenwutsiR Estremadura fourth
Sebaatlanln demonstrations against Ven-

gafl in La Manoha fifth Suchets contest
with Blake In Aragon imd sixth St Cyr
nttempt to subdue Catalonia Obviously
when a war has up into o many
fractions it only hard o

imposes lengtii upon the narra-
tive Fortunately for tho historian and
the student a certain amount of unity Is

restored in July 1809 owing mainly to tl o
that the mast r minl of Wellesloy has
brought to bear upon the situation

When the British ieuoral attempted to
combine with tho Spanish armies of Rstre
madura and La Mancha for a common
inarch upon Madrid tho whole of tho hos-

tile forces In the Peninsula with the ex-

ception of those in Aragon and Catalonia
were once more drawn into n singlw scheme
of operation Hence tho Talaveru cam-
paign is tho central fact in tho of the
Peninsular War for the year which
reason It will not bo thought that Prof
Oman has allotted n disproportionate
amount of spnco to tho setting forth and
discussion of tho various problems which
it involved

The thoroughness of the authors In-

vestigations is exemplified in the account
of the Battlo of Talavern with which the
present volume ends The details of that

have engaged his special attention
it worth go very

fully over the battlefield whloh at
remains much us it was in The au-

thors walk around it explained nmny
difficulties encountered in the documentary
authorities but suggested certain others
which Prof Oman has done his best to
solve In several other chapters of thii
volume on inspection of certain localities
produced valuable results At Oporto for
instance our author found that Wollesleys
passage of tho Uouro assumed a new nspwt
when It was studied on tho spot Not one
of the previous historians who have dealt
with this achievement has taken tho trouble
to mention that the crossing was effected
at a point where the Douro runs between
lofty and precipitous cliffs towering nearly
200 feet above the waters edge Yet this
him ply faot uxplainn how It came to jmss that
the ptssage was effected at all The French
on thn above tho river could not
see ou at the bottom of
deeply sunk gorge which lies iti a dead
angle to any observer who lion not come
forward to the very edge of tho clill Prof
Oman has inserted In tho present hook a-

photogniph of tho which elucidates
tho situation at a glance From Napiers-
narratlva and plan one Is forced to concludn
that he had either never seen thn ground
or had forgotten Its aspect after the lapso
of years

In this notice of Prof Oman s second
volume we shall mark the outcome of oach-
of tho fix campaigns that took plnco during
the first half of 18fl and tlu n point out the
conclusion reached by in August
of that year with regard to tho possibility
of defending Spain after Napoleon having

war against Austria to a tri-

umphant close was at liberty to
his whole strength in the Peninsula

It will btt convenient to l gin tlin
campaign in Catalonia and to at
the operations in Aragon La Mmicha and
Estremiidura and then to recall tho move-
ments of Noy in Galicia and thu Asturlos
before dwelling on Boults expulsion from
Portugal by Wellesley and thn lattorn
encounter with Victor at Talavora By-

way of preface however wo thould guy
that light will bo thrown on fvprv feature
of the contest if wo continually in
mind the exceptional character of tho
Penlisuhr Ww The war in which Napoleon
found himself Involved In Spain duTerod

fundamentally from nay la which lit had
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previouflly engaged This dlffermca I

long failed to understand and cons
quontly it upwt hla calculations Ho In

gin d that in dealing with Spain ho
act M If ho were dealing with Austria
Prussia indeed that he had an enomiou
extra advantage In the fact that the armli-

of Ferdinand VII were inferior In fightii
power to those of Francis II or Frederic
III By all thn ordinary rules of moder-

warfnro a nation whoso capital had
occupied nnd whoso regular armies ha
been routed and half destroyed ought t

havo submitted without further troubli
The Emperor was a little surprised tli

effect of the succesnen gained at
and Oamonal at Tudela nnd Ucle had
been greater Ho had almost expected t

receive overtures from tho
for tnrmi of submission But Homnwhn

disappointed though ho might l o at tin

oloso of 18ns ho had not yet realized
Spain was not as are othor countries Th-

ocmipatlon of Madrid counted for little o

nothing The insurrectionary annten
when driven into a corner did not capitn
late but dispersed and in small par
tie over thti hilli to on the firs

opportunity Large of Spaniard
only took place on the actual battlofieU-

as at ITcUf or at Oeafia or when an
had shut Itsolf up In it fortrrsn and could no-

git nwny as iap oncd it SarugoHca am-

Bndnjoz
Nor vtii this nil In Italy Omnnnr nnc

Austria lionnparto hnd dealt with rogloni

where thJ population remained iuit fcien

when onco thi regular army hud beet
beaten Kislnga Ilko that of Verona it

1797 or of this Tyrol In 1305 worn i cept lonal
The Iriiicli iirrny had n wont to go for
ward without being forced to leave large

garrisons to hold down the cotv-

querwl oountryslde A battalion or two
In the clibf towns sulflced to sonm-

thocommunication of tho army with France
Small partiis or even flinglo officors heartiij-

dospntohes could ride safely for many mile
through an Italian or Austrian district with
out lying molested It was not thus In Spain
The Emporor was to find that every
wh re there was not a French
would bi u focus of iictivn resisttuice and
that no amount of shooting or
would cow the spirits of the peasantry It

was only after scores of hnr-

ieen rnurdonxl or captured and aft rc mt-

ess small detnchments had been destroyed
came to realize that every foot ol-

iponlnh soil must not only bo conquered
also held dora If thorn wan a square

f ten miles unoccupied a guerrilla band
In it If u district thirty miles long
a brlgndft to garrison It a local junta

a ragged apology for an army prompt ly

Thrm hundrod thousand men
during the first hiilf of 18fK the French

ind in Spain 288000 effectives notwith-

standing tlie departiire of the Imvrial-
iinrdlook a large force on paper but

fhen th y havo to hold down n country
ivo hundred irili s broadthey are frittered
away to nothing This Or nf Britain now
icnows wfll enough from hor recent South
Ifdoan experience but It was a

matter of knowledge In If the
mporor had b on told on the day of his
ntry into Madrid that oven three
ater his communication with
voiild only bo preserved by the nialnte

of a fortified postal every tenth mile
he would have laughed the Idea to

corn Still moro ridiculous would it have
ppoarnd to him If he had l een told that it
could take a Iwdy of three hundred horse
o carry a despatch from Salamanca to-

taragossii or that the normal garrison of
lid Castile would have to be kept at 15000-

BC1 even when there was no regular Spnti-

sh army nearer to It than Ovledo or Aslorga-

n short and all Europe had much to-

arn as to the conditions of warfare in the
eninwula If ho had realized them In

larch I80S there would have bon no
reachry at Bayonne and tho running
lore as he afterward called the S unish-

Var would never have broken

In the early dnys of September 1B08 tho-

itimtion of the Invaders in Catalonia had
een most perilous After the disastrouu-
alluro of the second siege of Oerona by th

Drench Jon lleillC had withdrawn to
lgu ras thn French frontier while

jeti cut his way back to Bur
lelona after acriflcing all his artillery
jid his baggage on the way Both com
nanders reported to the Emperor that
iiorw was IKXH for ample reinforcement
if etcran troops or a catastrophe must
inaue The on thou part how
per failed to use their opportunity Thy

the autumn months clip by without
striking at the two Isolated French forces
n Catalonia Two courses were open to

them for they had upward of 30000 mon

it their disposal and large reenforwrnentfi
were at They might have turned
their main army against Barcelona and
mdertaken to besiege instead of merely
o blockade Duhesnw or they might have

left a mere cordon around him and have
pnt all their best troops to Join the lories
if the North and sweep HeillA arrows tlw-

yrentjes As a matter of fact they at-

emptcd neither operation until the oppor-

unitics were lost They confined them
elves to an Investment of Barcelona and

eft Reille undisturbed Meanwhile the
Yoneh entirely unopposed on the line of the
tyreriftw were getting together n

hiwt for the relief Wh n-

K hud recognized that HellWs extem-
iorlzed army wns Insufficient alike In quan

and quality for the task before It the
5mp ror directed on two strong
llvislonn of the army of Italy one com
5Ot xi of French battalions and the
ther of en Italian battalions the
whole constituting u force of 25MX veterans

The officer placed in command of this
army which crossed tlii Fyreneri on Nov

180H was Gen Oouvlon St Cyrwho aftf r
ward won his Marshals baton In the Ru

Ian War of 1812 The qualities of this
ommander are defined with obarnctoriHtio-
ticlsivenocs and candor Ho was says
rnt Oman a General of flrBtnit i ability

who had served nil through tho wars of thn
Involution with marked distinction hut
le disliked Bonaparte nnd had not the art
o hide tho fart This had kept him back
From earlier promotion St Cyr was by
10 mwuiH an amiable character he was
lettxted by his otliocrs and his troops as a
onlirmed gnunbler Hrid selfish to an in

jrediblo degn e He was one of thoxo mon
who can always show admlrablo nnd con-

vincing niasons for not helping their neigh
wrs From his morose bearing and Kin

lUiliUo for company he got tho nicknamn-
f le ntbou He was cautiotis coolheaded

and ready of resource so that hU troops
iad full confidence In him though he never
lammanded their liking Even from his
itstory of the Oataloniiui war one can
Hther the character of the man It is

uimirably lucid and illustraUd with orig-
iil documents Spanish no lesstiiinFroncSi-
n a fashion only too rant aniutig the mill
ary books of the soMlnrs of the Empire
Jut it ID not only entirely solfcentred hut
ull of malevolent uiHlnuations concerning
4apoleon and tho authors collenguis In
if first chapter he broaches tv extra r-

linary theory that Napoleon handed o r
iourcos money or transport In order that ho
night make u fiasco of thn campaign and
urn hi reputation There waa of course no
round for the General suspicions of his
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master No doubt Napoleon disliked

I of Catalonia end In disaster Ho gave
now leneralas wo have seen a fine Fren
division of veteran troops and
regiments of tho Italian army As

event proved they welt entirely odequa
fur tho work they had to do With
a few months St Cyr had captured tl
strong nnd strategically Important fortre
of KoHtwlmd defeated tho Spaniards In tw-

biittkH al MollnH le Hoy mid t Vails m-

iirliivod and blockaded Tnrragomi
author thinks that lie might havo profile
by his victory nt Vall to Ixjgln n mow
incut against Oerona which commwidlni-

is It did tho high road to Perplgnan
communication with his bnno

When Xapoleon was urging on the frull
less purmilt of Kir John Alooro nnd whll
St Cyr wa discomfiting tho Catalan t her
was one point on which the war was stnwi
Ing still and where the French nrnw ha
made no groat progress slnco tho battle
Tudela which had l een fought on Nov 21

1808 Saragassa was hoMing out with th
same tenacity that shn had displayed dm-

ing thn first slego In July and August
the preceding summer In front of lie

walls and barricades two wholn corps o-

tho Emperors army were detained froi
December 1R08 till Kebnmry 1800 As lotii-

n the defence endured she preserved th
rest of Aragon and the
from invasion

After having routeti the Spanish nrmio-

of Aragon and tho Centre Marshal Lannei
had thrown up the command which hat
been intrusted to him and hnd gone hock
to France The Injuries which he hud Auf

ferod from his fall ovor the precipice nen-

Pampeluna wen Btill far
served its the eicuso for his retirement
Slarnhiil Moncoy therefore remmiod or
Nov 25 1808 the charge of the vlctorioii
army on tho next day he was joined bj
Marshal Ney who after falling to Intercep
the Spanish General Castanos in the mouu-
tuins had descended into the valley of tin
Etiro with two llviBlons of Infantry and r

light cavalry brigade On Nov 30 the two
Marshals appeared in front of Saragosw
with all their troops and were about u
commence the investment of the city wher-
Ney received orders from tho Emperor k
leave the to Moncoy and to cross the
mountains into New Castile with all thr
soldiers of the Sixth He was to find

Costafios and hang so that h

should not be able to march to tho help ol
Madrid meanwhile was left ir
front of Saragossa with a force consisting ol
no more than 15000 men a force far too weali-

to undertake the siege Should the Span-

iards come to know of his condition they
might rally out from Saragossa and
attack him with mom han 30000 men
Mouoey therefore had Ui wait for thi
arrival of the Fifih C irps under Mortler

it was not until 20 1ROS that he-

t as able to invest tho city Thus Saragocsn-
alned four weeks of respite between the
uttle of Tudela and the commencement

if the actual siege The reprieve was in
oluable to Palofox and tho AragonetH-
alnfox made admirable use of tha delay

that was granted him Sot did hn
nonage to Increase the garrison so thAt
ong ere the actual siege begiui he could

on 12000 bayonets and 000 snhrw
more or less organized but the fortiflcu
dons of the city were materially strength

ned
The second wiege of Sarugossa contlnueil

from nee 20 1808 to Feb 20 1800 and
may be divided into three wellmarkedl-
ections The comprises tho oporai-

onR atfamst outworks nn
terminated with their capture on Jan IS

The second period includes the time
which the beslegrrs attacked and finally

broke through the main tiiceintc of the city
t lasted from Jan IB to Jan 27 Tho third
lection of the street fighting after

walls had been cleared It ended with
he fall of SaragftRea on Feb 2i The
rench losses In front of Sarngowa are not
any to calculate Our luthor conclude

with Schcpeler and that tho total
renoli must have 10000 men
nther than the 4000 who
ipparently rolled on Ilogniat Tho last
lamtwl officer givf only tho casualties In
mttlo and nut tho losses in hospitals Tho
tale In which Sarngosna was found by tho-

Yenoh hardly bears dojcription N arly
4000 persons had died in the plnco since

slego began It was weeks before
dead wore all buried months beforo-

ho contagion of the fever out
rom city
Prof Oman regards the siogo of Sara

ossa whereof Spaniards are so proud
s a magnificent display of civio courage

little helped by strategy or tactics In his
judgment Palafox though a splendid
eador of insurgentB was a very poor en-

ral Hn made a gross Initial mistake-
n shutting up 40000 fighting men In place

which could have easily dofondod by
3000 If ho or two divisions
0 form tho of an army of relief
n lower Aragon with orders to harass
nit not to fight fixed battles It is hard to
ie how tho siege could have been kept u p-

IIs second fault was the refusal to make
ionics on a Urgit scale during the first
uilf of the siege while he was still In pim
iesnlon of great masses of superfluous

Ightlng men What ho did was to send
nit ucornu of potty sallies of few hun
Irod men each he never moved so many
is 5000 on a single day Ourauthor holds
that such a policy while it worried could
ml seriously harm the French and d-

itroyed th willing of the garrison
n short the conduct of Palafnx was not

of a capable officer At the samo
It Is pronounced absurd to represent

him as a coward or as n puppet whoso
itririfs were pulled by fanatical friur

Prof can find nowhere the source
drew hiM assertion that

ialafox hill himself In a bombproof and
ived In a disgusting utate of sensuality

Writing all thn dangera of the siege Our
mthors conviction is that ho know p r
ently well what ho wax doing and how
o manage the disorderly hut enthuslnntlo-
nasses of the citys population Then
iin bo no doubt that his personal influence

TUS all imjiortant and the effect of his con-
stant harangues and proclamations im
uense It would be qulto as true to say
that tho friars and ti mob orators worti-
lis tools an that ho wan theirs He had to
minor them but by humoring them ho
lot out of them the utmost pons Iblo service

galnst the stories that his proclamittions-
veru written for him and that ho had to-

jo foadrd into iMnulnB every order that
ani from his hc adqunrtt rx we have the
ividence of Vnughuri and others who know
him well It Is unanimous in ascribing
0 him Inciusant activity nnd an
luenoy in composition Thcro can be no
ioubt that the garriwn might havo betm
much more Tisely handM but It is doubtful
vhxther under any other direction It would
lave shown so much energy nnd staying
xjwnr There is certainly no other
ilege save that of Oerona where so-

niioh resolution was shown If the
hud Ixvn oondurUd by regular offlu rs-

iritl troops alone the place would probably
luve falln three wm kH earlier If the
nonks and local demagogues had
n command and patriotic anarchy

had boon opponed to tho French Saragowa
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I would podslbly havo fallen at an
earlier date from mere want of intelllge
direction Palafox with all his fault
supplied the connecting link between tl
two sections of the defenders and kept tl
soldiery at work by means of the
of tho citizens while ho restrained tl
citizens by dint of hh immense persoiu-
influenoo over them won In the first slog
In short ho may have Ixen vain bombast
and u bad tactician hut ho was a
Spaniard If there hud Iwnn a few doze
men more of his stamp In Spain tho tat
of the French in 180S03 would havo but1

Infinitely more difficult Th example
SarngosHa wns invaluable to the nation
to Europe The knowledge of it did
to sicken the French poldinry of who
war and to make every officer
who entered Spain march not with
light heart that ho frlt In Germany or Italj
hut with gloom and disgimt and c

confidence They never fulled to
duty but hay fought without thn onthi-

slasm which them so much In u

the earlier wars of the Empire

Tlie operations in Iji Mancha and Ettr-

mudura during tho first half of 1800 may b

viewed in a paragraphs By tho midd
of the month of February IWD AndaliiBi

was once more covered by two coiwiderabi
Spanish armies Cartaojal with the wreck
of Infantados force und the new Icvloi 01-

D l Paluclo was holding th1 great pnsnts

at the rnslern iml of tIle Sippn Moiona-
Cu st had rallied behind the iiiadiuna th-

remnlnsoftho nrniyof Kstremiidurn Mean-
while Marshal Victor after his victory n-

Uctes and a vain attempt to surprise Dn-

Palaclo hnd passed away to Die west
leaving nothing In tho plains of Ia Mnncha-
cxcopt some dragoons who wore placed as i

cavalry scroon ucroKs the roadstotleeouth
This moveniBtit of Marshal Victor to tin

Valley of the Tagus was in execution of thi
plan dictated by Nafmleon before ho left

Spain The Emperor had dlreclcd thai
when thn February rains were over Victo
should move on Badajosc to assist by hli

presence in that direction the projetP
of Soult on Lisbon Only wl or

and Portugal had l oen sub-

dued was the attack on Andalusia to b-

cnrrlod out Soult was much slower in his
movements than Napoleon had expecter
and Victor waited in vain at Tnlavara for
nny news that the invasion of Portugal was
in progress Heneo the Spaniards gained
some weeks of respite the ranks of their
armies were filled up and the spirit of theii
Generals Cartaojal for his partcon
ceived a for thrusting back the cavalry
screeas opposite to him and for recovoilni
the Mnncha If Victors corps
hall bofn tho only force available to oppopo
him there would linv been something

for thn projfct As a matter of fact
King Joseph and his adviser Jourdan had
not to I a Muncha unguanlrd
they hall draft l down from Madrid two

n divisions whose command Se-

bnstlanl had taken over Ignorant ap-

parently of the fact that there was anything
tint cavalry In hm front Cartaojal resolved
to beat up tho French The result
of this forward movement was that on
March 271800 Cartaojal was severely beaten
l y Scbustlani at Ciudad Real The
ish General lost in this rout which it would
lx absurd to call a battle five guns three
standards nnd more than 2000 prisoners
unong whom were sixtyone officers Thn-

lotsin killed and wounded was probably not
very great for there hud no attempt
at a stand and th troops wr cut-
off had surrendered without resistance
The loss of the French was Insignificant
probably less than one hundred men in nil

Stbastiuni however dared not follow the
fugitives into the mountains as he had
received orders to clear La Mancha but not
o invade Andalusia that was to bo the task

if Victor The army which Cartaojal car
back to Andalusia was more frightened

hurt for when tho stragglers camp
n It Ftlll numbered 12000infnnfry ard ItOff-

lior Nevertheless lie wns not allowed
n retain thn command By the middle of
April he army had been rr enforced by new
Iviis from Grnnndn and could take the
J ld although its tate of discinlino was
md and its morale mucli the
went events

While Cnrtnojal was faring so ill in Iw-

iMancha tho Spanish army of Estrcmadura
under the obstinate old General Cuestn-

wui going through experiences of an
more calamitous kind Even when
drawn in his last reserves Cuesta hnd but
0000 foot and 3000 a number which

Kily exceeded by thrro or
our thousand men because the French
Marshal had been dropping detachments
n his mnrrh westward If tho relative

ralue of the individual soldiery of the two
irmies lx considered wo can understand
why CuestVs behavior in venturing to-

ipposo the French In tho field should lx-

ienounced as that of a criminal lunatic-

s it turned out his tactics were as bud as
lis strategy At the battle of Mcdellin-

vhich occurred on March 29 1800 the
ilaughter of thn Spaniards wns terrible

f the 10000 men whom Cuesta lost thflt
lay threefourths fell by the edge of tha-

nvord only 1850 prisoners were sent back
o Tnlaveni and even U some others luul

in escaping during their march
o the rear Prof Oman deems It certain

that the Spanish casualty list amounted
o at leant 7r 00 men Twenty pieces of-
irtillwry fell into the hands of tho French
out of the thirty which had possessed
Homo fow batteries therefore must have
succeeded In nscaplng from the rout
Host French authors unite in stating that
hn total loss on their side was only 300-

nen It Is pronounced improbable that
hey suffered less than 1000 casualties

After such a disaster it might have hen
expected that the Spanish Junta would
liHgrnof Cuesta anti remove him from
vmimand as they had Cartaojal Appar-
ently however they were rather cheered
y the fact that Cuesta had for five hours

liMpuled the victory with the French than
inured with the want of generalship
which ho hnd Hhown from the viewpoint of
itrntegy anti tncticv They voted thnt he-

ind his army had deserved well of the
late and distributed honors und

to all the officers whom ho rfcom-
nended for ROUt conduct during tho action
rtlvy conferred on Cuegtn the post of-

2aplainGeneral of Estremadtira and hur
ied up to riSiiforw him with nil tIlt
troop thy could spam Thus reiinforced
fiestas army wns presently ns strong is-

t hall been on the et of Mednllln and
nco more mtistere 20000 foot and 8000

Bytho middle of April ISOfl tho-

vholo hail Iwen drawn together and n or-

anhed Into five divisions of foot and two
f cavalry This vna the army tInt was to-

oOtwrate with Vllrslf In the
f In other country of

Kurojio wrote Jourdan nt thn
gaining of two such successes

LH tednllln and ludnd Konl would havn-
ediiTOd the countryside to submission

ind havo enabled tilt aniline
o prows forward to new conquests In

Jpnin the roverso was thn WISH Very
oon after tho vlclnrj f f Mednllln
omrmml nllons between Vljtor and Solias-
Inni were cut several of dnsiMitcncs-
VITH moHHaorinl and cvnn soiiv li

nwitu cut of

It remains to glance at NeyV movements
Gallcla and tile Anturlas before we como
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to Wolfesleya campaign with a detail
account of which the present volume end
Noy had at his disposal uomii 17000

exclusive of the wo at Vl

and Tuy which numbered moro than lOC

but Wore so placed as to be more of a chart
than a help On March 101809 the Marshal
concentrated tho part of his troop

In the northwestern corner of
aim was to crush cpw tho Insurgent
In the northern part of tho province b
means of flying columns The policy
hut littlo wiocesH for I ho moment a coluni
hud passed on the enemy would return t

occupy his old position In addition t-

all hi troubles with tho Insurgents No
had to keep u watchful eye on two
regular armies namely the force in
principality of Auturias and tho troop
of La Itoinaim which wero once mon
ready to tnko till field On March 17 Ih-

lastnamed body succeeded In capturln-
Vlllnfrunru tho French loss was 700

kllhd nnd wounded boslilnn 674 prisoner
This reverse and tho cult ing of commtuii-

cation with Gnllciu plunged King Jofcop

and his adviser Jourdan at Madrid Into
a stiito of great far and perplexity ns t

the contlitlon of affairs in the narUiwfwl
Fearing the worst they rwolvud to tin
out ut alt cost whut was going on in Gallclu-

Thn oxx orpnlzcd for the purpot-

cotmisted of somo 7000 or 8 U men undi-

tho command of Kollennnn On May

it reached Lugo where it obtained fill

Information ns to Neys position Fo

the dnstructlon of the Spanish nnnios o

the north a concent rio movement wa
then plannoil On May 18 Ney croiwei-

tho Onllegos bridge on thn Nora Hiver
routine l i Hoaiuna with great low
on tho following day seized Ovledo Kel

lorman met NeyB outpoHts on May 21 hnv
ing previously Iwaten nn Asturian briRfuii
of 3000 mOil A third French column
under Bonnet which had alco lieen ordnmc
to move on Ovledo lind found riobodj-

to light Thus thn three French column
had won their way Into thn liNirt nf flu
Asturias but though they had raizcil It-

icapltul and its enports they had failwi
to catch its army and only half their tasl
had been performed Leaving Kellermar
with 7000 IIIPII to finish the business Bonnol
returned to Suntandor and Ney to hii
Galician garrisons Tho latter nrrivei
in limn to relinvn them hut Santandei
had boon captured by Ballast eros tafort
Bonnet reached It The French Genera
retook the place however lifter defeating
the Asturlans and making 3000 prisoners
The expedition of Ballasteros served iff

purpose however for It forced Boimol
and Kellerman to nvoctiate tho Asturias
and compelled the former General to con
entrnto his forces on tho seaboard for the

protection of the French garrinons Biscay
and Gulpuzfoa-

So it carne to pass that tho invasion of
he Asturins had dwindled down Into a

aid find n raid which loft untouched the
arjrer part of tho enemys field army under
a Ilomana In June Ney moved against
his unable to como upwit-

ht owing to Soults failure to co perat-
eI was soon afterward decided to evacuate
lallcin on tho ground thnt two army corps
joiild not l e spaml for this secondary
luatre of operations After giving due
red it t o the Spanish jxvisantry who checked
sey aiul hnrasspd Soult and to the pru

lencn of Gen Iji Komana our author
liolds that thn real cause of thn evacuation
if the province by the invaders was thn-

irosonoe of th victorious British army In
ortugal Tho two MsrshaU might have
maintained tliemMlveH in inllcta for an
ndofinltn time if thoy could have shut
iheir eyes tx what was going on elsowher-
on Prof Omans opinion Soult was right
n believing that it would twt madness to
lerslst In the attempt to subdue Gallcla
while Wellesloy was in the field and nothing
lay iKtwren him and Madrid but tho 22000
nen of the First Corps under Marshal
Itrtor It Soult and Ney had lingered on
in tho north engaged In fruitless hunting
ifter la Itnmana while July and August
wore on Madrid would have fallen into
ho handp of Apllesil y null Cuesa and

Xing Joseph would once morn Imve lxpn
forced to go ui on his travels Tho Tal
ivora campaign only failed of success
iecnu the Second and tho Sixth Corps

if the Fremh arm were withdrawn from
he ialiclan hills jut in time to concentrate

Salamanra and full the rear of the
Iictors-

V fhould here note that the attempt
o regain pousession of Aragon made by a

ipanifh force under Gen Blake which
a time had promised to succeed was

ultimately foiled by Suchot and ended in
lisnter The splendid victory gained by
luchot on Juno 15 saved Saragoasn and
nd to the reeonquost of the plains of
Aragon

Before recounting Wellesleys campaign
n northern Portugal the sequel of whloh
vas the campaign of Talavera our author
xiiises to consider at some length the Gon-

iral and tho man who was to expel the
french from the Peninsula We are ro
ninded that just before his death Sir
John Moore to n question put by-

lx rd hnd pressed the con-

viction that tho frontier of Portugal was
not defonslblo against a superior force
and thnt If the French should succeed
n Spain It would be vain to attempt to re-

sist them in Portugal Four months later
namely on March 71SW Sir Arthur Wcllos
ley answered tho same quwtion put to
him by thn same Minister In very different
tormH 1 have always been of opinion that
Portugal might be defended whatever
night be the result of till contest in Spain
md that in the meantime measures adopted
for the defence of Portugal would he highly
iseftil to the Spaniards In their contest
with the French He lidded that a force

f no more than 20000 British troops if it
ould bo placed in a state of activity would
jo highly useful to the Spaniards and
night eventually decide the contest It
oquirwd Homo moral courage on the
mrt of a Minister to udvie the despatch
if another British army to tho Penin-
nilii for Moores gloomy prognostica-
lons were echoed by many military nx-

xirts Nevertheless Iostlereagh rosolvf-
do stake his faith on till correctness of
IVelleHlnys conclusions On April 2 1809

10 announced officially that the experi-
nont of a necond exjiodltlcin to Portugal

would be tried nnd that would
lave thn conduct of it KeonforcnmontH-
vould at once bo sent out to bring the
Iritlsh army at Lisbon up to a total of
iO00i men the number to whloh Welleu-
py on consideration hud raised the 20000-
if which ho had originally spoken When
Velleslny landed nt Lisbon In the hitter
mrt of April nnd found that Soult had
mlUd at Oporto thnt Victor lay quiescent
it Merldii and that Lnpisse with tho French

roopH from Snlnmnnra had gone soiith-
nrd to join the first norpn and so severed

he only link which bound together the
rtnch anny In northern Portugal and the
rmy In Etrm duru hn renxsured-
is to tlin whoh1 situation Soult nnd Victor
olaud a thoy now wuro would each bo

weak to lent thn AnglolVrtunuivM-
imiy The berft dnlniiHivn however is

vigorous local offensive nd Wellosley-
aw the ridvauUge of tha central position
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of the British army on tho Tagus 1

thought It would be best o make tho fir

onslaught ou Soult Should this witiw
Victor could be attacked later

i Welleslnys correspondence showed llu
he had gauged perfectly the an
the difficulties of the French He a
exactly how much wus in his own jwiwe-

Tho whole history of the PenliiHiilar
for the next two ycnrH was forwast I

his prophetic Ntntemnnt that with 300C
British troops and the Portuguew levU-

he would guarantee to hold his own ngaliu
any forceof less than 100000 French an-

he did not think that the enemy woul
find it easy to collect an army of that si-

lo send agulnst him This Is precisel
what ho accomplished For tho first llfti
months after Ids arrival Wnllenlcy hel
with oano that frontier which Moorohn
described as IndofonHible against u su-

perior fore When nt lust Xupoleoi-
freo from nil other Continental trouble
launched ngainst him an army undo
Massfsnn which almost reached the figur

100000 that Wellenley himself in 180

had been inclined to regard ns irre i tibl-
hn showed In 1810n that he hud built ii-

jrosources for himself whloh enabled
to beat off oven thnt number of enemlet
Though fourilfths of Spain hud then
bien subdued he held his own beeauf-
he had grasped th fundamental truth
that to use his own words tho mon
Ground the French hold down the wwikoi
will they be at any glvun point In short
ho had fathomed tho great secret thni
Napoleons military power vast as
wnshad it limits hat the Emperor
could not send to Spurn a force suftlcioni
to hold down every province of a tlmroughl
disaffected country and also to provid
over and above the garrisons a field arm

large enough to heat till AngloPortuguesi-
nnd eapturc Li bon

Our author maintains that tho talk of the
goo l fortune of Wtllcsley of his lucky
star in absurd He hnd like other Gen-

erals liU occasional uieroleH
and happy chances hut few commaiideni
tad more strokes of undeserved disap-
pointment or saw morn f their pinup
fnistrntwl by a stupid subordinate an un-

expected turn of the weather nn incal-
culable accident or a pleoo of false news
He had his fall proportion of the chances
or war good and had and no more If
fortune wile with him at Oportoin 1801 or
at El Bodon In 1811 how many wero thn oc-

casions on which she played him scurvy
tricks A few wimples are ril Ml In
May 1809 Wellesley might have captured
the whole of Sculls army if the Portugun e
General Stlveirn had hut olx yed orders
and occupied tho impregnable defile of Sala
monde On the night of Salamanca Welles-
ley might haw dealt in a similar fashion
with Marmonts routed hot If tho French
omlgr officer In the Spanish fiorvlce known
as Carlos dEspnfia had not withdrawn
the garrison of Alba dn Tormes in nat dis-
obedience to Instructions and BO left the
fords o ri to IM flvin Frsnoh

In a word Wellington wan not thn child
of fortune he was a great strategist anti
tactician placed in a situation In which
the military dangers furnished but half
his difficulties Ho had to cherish his
single precious British army corps and to
keepit from any unnecessary loss because
If destroyed It could not be replaced
With those 30000 men he had promised
to keep up the war the homo Government
was reluctant to risk the whole of it avail-
able field army In one quarter and for
years refused to raise his numbers far
ibove that It was riot till the mid
lie of 1810 that his original five divisions
f Infantry wore increased to six nor till

1811 that his seventh and eighth divisions
were completed Right down to 1812 it
wns certain that if hn had lot any con
ilderablo fraction of his modest the
British Ministry might have recalled him
ind abandoned Portugal He had to fight
with a full consciousness that n single
linaster would have been Irreparable
bocaiiRo it would havo Irnen followed not
t y till sending off of reenforroiuent to
replace the divisions that might bo lout

tint by an order to evacuate tho Peninsula
His French opponents fought under no
inch disabilities When beaten they had
jthor armies at hand on which to fall back
md behind all tho Inexhaustible reserve
if Napoleons conscription Our author
Insists that when wo consider the cam
wigns of 18091011 it Is not Wellingtons-
jftoenuured prudence that we should find
imaging but his boldness Instead of
wondering that hn did not attempt to
relieve Rodrigo or Almeida In JulyAugust
1810 or to fall upon Masscna at Santarem-
n January 1811 we may well bo filled with
mrprise at the daring which Inspired the
itorming of Oporto and tho offering of
battle at Busaco and Fuentes dOnoro
When a defeat spelt ruin and recall it

required no small courage to take nny
risks but Wellesley had the sanest of
minds he could draw the line with abno-
luto accuracy between enterprise and
rashness between the possible and thn
impossible He had learned to pluge-
irith wonderful Insight thn difficulties and
Usabilities of his enemies and to see ox-

ctly how far thoy might be reckoned
ipon in discounting the military situation
fter some time he arrived at an accurate

tstimate of the individual MirslmlH opposed
o him nnd was rendy to take the personal
quallon into consideration according ns

tie had to deal with Soult or Mos nn-

Harmont or Jourdan In short hn was a-

Kife Ooinoral not a cautious onn When
Mice tho hopeless disparity between his
vwn resources nnd those of the onemy had
ioased to exist in the yenr 1812 he soon
ihowed the worth of the silly tnunts which
imputed timidity to him by the smashing
lows which reduced Ciudnd Hodrigo and

iladajoz and tho lightning stroke which
lashed to pieces Marmonts army at Sala-
nanca In tho next year when for tho-

Irst time he could count upon nn actual
niporlorlty of force his irresistible march
o Vittorin displayed his mastery of the
irt of using nn advantage to tho uttermost
Inpoluon himself never punished aBtrateRio
null on the part of the enemy with such
najestlc ease nnd confidence

The merits of Wellington considered
a tactician were discusspd in the first

rolume of this work In the volume tx
ore us thn author confines himself to re-

lating that tho groundwork of the British
lommanders Indies wns the knowledge
if the fact that the line could beat I he-

olumn whether on tho offensive or the de-

enslve Tlie data for forming thn ooiielu-
ilons had Ixsnn In possession of any on-

ho ohoso to utilize them but It was Welles-
y who put his knowledge to full account

Iven l sforo hn loft India It is said hi hnd-

irasped I ho grout secret und luul romarkfd-
ii his confldniit that the French were
weeping every tiling before them In Europe
ly thn lino of the format Ion in column
nit thnt he wns fully convinced that thn-

olumn could and would 1m b atcii by tho-

Ine Tho column system he Minvcd to bo
false one against stonily troops Yet

vnn though the epoclinmkliig yet hnlf-
urgottcn fight of Mnidn hnd incurred siiifn-
hnn the first PininMihr butt1 cuii ns

revelation to world Alter Miniorn-
ml Tnlnvera it IJCCHMIO known tluit the
int wascfrtnlnly superior for the dnfmiHiv-
iut it wns only thn triumphant line advniico-
if Salamanca that finally divulged the fact
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that tho British method was equally m-
nnd certain for the attack

Military historians will probably nKrrn
with Prof Oman in thinking that WelU i U y
Oporto cnmpnlgn ngahiKt Mondial Souk i

one of his xtrnjignst tlthw to fnm I

had nt his disposal 111410 HritiMi nnd 114110
Poitugunso froopMof whom llu laitcr wen
either untrixl In the fidd nr ileiuurnli
by their previous experiences Ills witwr
iority In mem utiinliers to Soults porp-
of 21000 men WH thnrotoro ciniill-
ho wn lamentably dtwtitute of cnvulry
and artillery It XVIIH no Mnnll feut tliorc
fore to expel tho n my from northiMn
Portugal in nlm dnys nnd to cast him
into Gallcia strlppc of his girni and bug
gngo and with a gi p of more than 40u
men in his ranks This hnd been accom-
plished at the expire of no mori thim-
5K cAsimltieM oven win1 the soldif vhi
fell by the way from slckntns nnd fiitinn
are ndilil to the 100 killed nnd woundcci in-

tho wigagements of May 11 12 nnd 13

There Is hardly a cnmpalgn in history in
which HO much wn iioioinpll h il nt MJ
small a cost Wellesley hiul exactly ur-

riod out the programme which hu h 1

set beforo JiiniHelf when ho had left LUInn
the dofont of the enemy nnd tho dolivprai4-
of the two Portuguese provinces beyond tli-

Douro Thore was one f hort moment nt whun-
Wollwloy hnd it in his power to diil Simt-
a heavier blow than he hnd comempiiiiHi-
On the night of May 1213 the mniii hoilr-
of tho French Second Corps WIK in n-

plorabln condition and must have been
destroyod had the British befti COBB nt
hand If Welloaloy hiul pursilRl tho nii
foe on thn aftwnoon of tbn victory of-

Oporto with nil hiw cavalry and thn IOM

fatigued regiments of his infantry noihini
could hnvn MIVW the French The oppo-
rtunity however was one which could not
have been foreseen

Having expelled Soult from Portugal
Wellnnley docidcti to enter Spain lift or
concerting with the Spanish General Cn ia-
n plan of operation against Marshal Victw
who barred the way to Madrid Ib in wi11

known that Victor was rfttnforced by
Sebastian beforo battle was joined at-

Talaveru on July 28 1S09 In that batt
16000 British under Wellesley supports
and repulsed tho attack of 2800ft Frew h
Infantry the French division of Vilnius
which was only slightly engaged being
in this calculation omitted from the total
of the assailants The British occupied
strong ground but not o strong as to-

counterbalanco a superiority of 10000 men
Thn rnal fighting power of Wellebiey
foot soldiery was shown in the lower parts
of the field where Shnrbrookns and
Mackenzies 8000 hjjyonets achieved u-

marvellous success over the 16000 men of-

Irfipisse and Sebastian Of this Buco1
our author says Doomed to apparent
ruin by tholr own rash valor in purstiitiR
the enemy across the Portirti rivulet thoy
yet recovered their line refirttiiblished thn
battle and finally won an nlmobt incredible
victory The First Division of the Prn-

InEiilar Army the Guards and the German
Legion who fought side by side throughout
he whole war had many proud dnys be-

tween 1809 and 1814 hut surety Talavera
was tho most honorable of them all Yet
probably Mackenzies brigade and Dot-

iinlans Fortyeighth must claim an even
higher merit it was their prompt ami-

rtendy help which gave their comrade
lme to reform nnd ward off the possibility
if disaster at the erltio il moment

The losses nt Talavera wer tremendous
m both sides If the casualties of July 57-

ind July 28 be added thn British lost6885-
nen in killed wounded and miMtag Th
French losses were decidedly heavier
Dm total in killed wounded and missing
ivas 7258 Tho Spanish General Cuestn
never issued any proper return of hi-

2a ualtles He stated in onn rf Ills le-

ipntches thnt thoy amounted to 1201 mm
but our author does not believe that thy
sxceided four hundred or five hundred

Talavera ranks in history among th-

tcrent battles that Mttleil nothing It-

inducisiveness wns dun to ciiciimstaiK1-
lieyontl Wellesleys control Thn attempt
f tho allies to capture Mndrid fntled but

iin the otherhantl the nttnmpt of the French
10 surround Wellesley anil Cuesta by
lank march on the part of Koult failnd-

ilso If wo look to the net results of nil
he fighting since the beginning of Maj
1809 wo must recognize that the balance of-

oss stood ngainst thn French They had
ibandoned Galicia and tho Asturias 11

well as their precarious hold on northern
Portugal They had gained nothing pnvo-

thnt their forces were concentrated in-

jood central position instead of being
Hspersed from Corunnn and Oporto ns far
is Moriila and Mnnzannres Th rexti-

iiovi1 was In the hands of the Emprror-
M W II-

Tiro onn FIHH iv A TIK-
CllnilihiK Perch Made La nv the n-

phlum It Has Meant to llrfnrm
The nmphiuma is nn amphibian thnt-

ooks very like an epl except that it has no
Ins It has four very small rudimentary
egs with three toes on each

It can dart about with eellike suddpn-

ens when it wants to but it likes taller
o He still nml motionless Oftn the am-

hlunia at tho Aqunrium which U nlioiit-

wo and a hnlf feet long when seen lylnc-

7lth twothirds of Its body at the surfnn-
f the water and the tall haiifiing llmplr-
lown has been thought by vUitors to
leail and they havo moro than onoo s-

nfonned thn attendnnts Their npiniim-

milorgoes a very complete revision if-

inythlng happens to start ihoamphluma tip

It wan thought that it might Iw a gorvl

lung to put ioino more lively crMtur-
nto the tank with the amphiumn to ith i

little ri lief to the tank when the amphliiiriL-

ma having onn of Its long deud fpllsi-

iiil so they put in a climbing porch
Dwplto its namo the climbing porch ii

0 to speak a straight fish It hns no-

gs or attachments of any sort ejct f tli
Ins of a fish It climbs with its fins

It is snid that thn climbing jwroli cvu-

ilimbtrees but oertainly the limbing porili-

nn climb out of water on to the adjacent
round which it does by raising itfolf on-

s fins and so working Iteclf forwunl-

Thn climbing porch while not the liveliest
ml most inwscant nwlmnur in tho world
1 a fairly active flishanil It was expected

glo somo lifn to this tank But it HWIUS-

Lnlly to lw Inclinod to follow thn nmplii-

ina H example and bn a7y nml It nnd th1-

mphiuiim have upparmitly mnde fri iid

The rlimbing pnrch is n small flsli tlii-

nn heing four or fio InrheH long but t
how no four of tlin font
mphiiima On tin1 contrnry on ou ilny-

it long after It hnd tx n put in the tank
wna seen lying within a ring whbli tint

had coiling itb bodv-
n the bottom of tli tank tin1 climb-
lernhs head being partly under thn nmiin-
nms side Or tin1 on n-

trntched out soin whnre in the tank wih
lie climbing rrh near it

The placing of tlin climbing perch in-

ie tank can
i have lt puvpose T-

itimtion I fiirtli r sompwhat
y tin fact thm now iiu1 vimtpis r ail
in labils dn thn timk nml Its lim-
gs inlHlakf thn for the clunbiint-
irch but the seemingly manii-
i which climbing jn amphiumn-
Bt on not yithout
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